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Membership in the 
Digestive Disease National Coalition 

For over thirty years, the Digestive Disease National Coalition (DDNC) 
has provided national leadership on behalf of patient organizations, 
professional societies, and industry interested in the full spectrum of 
digestive disorders. The DDNC is highly regarded on Capitol Hill and 
throughout Washington as an influential and credible resource among 
committees, staff, and federal executives. 

The DDNC's leadership is highly diverse and represents patients, 
professionals, and industry on issues of common concern. The DDNC 
takes positions on issues that reflect a broad consensus among its 
constituent organizations. The DDNC is not perceived as a narrow 
interest group, but rather as a broad-based coalition advocating for 
important public health initiatives. 

The DDNC has been a consistent and effective advocate for funding for 
digestive diseases within the National Institutes of Health including 
funding for the National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney 
Diseases (NIDDK) and other related institutes and agencies within the 
Public Health Service. DDNC is recognized by the research community 
as a loyal ally and a valuable resource in creating public awareness of 
digestive diseases, as well as a strong partner in the effort to develop 
new treatments and improve medical understanding of these conditions. 

The DDNC has established itself as a leader in representing the interests 
of the digestive disease community in health care reform legislation. 
Most recently, the DDNC has worked to establish a Digestive Disease 
Congressional Caucus, and is currently gathering support for the 
Inflammatory Bowel Disease Research Enhancement Act 
(H.R.2275/S.981) which is a follow-up bill to the IBD legislation 
successfully passed in the 108th Congress. 




