
2026 ACG’s Hepatology School 
Friday, March 20, 2026 

Hyatt Regency Coconut Point 
Naples, FL 

 
Course Directors: 
Arun Jesudian, MD, FACG, and Nancy S. Reau, MD, FACG,  
 
Up to 8 hours of CME & 8 MOC points 
 
8:00 am  Welcome and Introductions 

Arun Jesudian, MD, FACG, and Nancy S. Reau, MD, FACG 
 
Session 1: Steatotic Liver Disease 
Moderator: Nancy S. Reau, MD, FACG 
 
8:10 am  MASLD: One Size Fits All or a Personalized Approach? 

Lindsay M. Meurer, MD 
Discuss the prevalence of metabolic dysfunction-associated steatotic liver disease along with 
current and future therapies. 

 
8:30 am  Met-ALD and the Impact on Therapeutics? 

Brett E. Fortune, MD  
Describe how the dual diagnosis of MASLD and ALD may impact treatment choice and 
response. 

 
8:50 am  Alcohol-Associated Liver Disease – Recognition, and Reconciliation  

Gabriel Perreault, MD  
Explain how to diagnose ALD and approaches to therapy. 

 
9:10 am  Nutrition Considerations in Steatotic Liver Disease 

Sonal Kumar, MD 
Illustrate how to implement nutrition modifications in the evaluation of hepatic steatosis. 

 
9:30 am  Panel Discussion / Q & A 
 
9:50 am  Break 
 
Session 2: Inpatient Management of Cirrhosis   
Moderator: Mitchell L. Shiffman, MD, MACG  
 
10:10 am Critical Care: What’s Different in the ICU When You Have Liver Disease? 

Mark W. Russo, MD, MPH, FACG 
Discuss management of critical care patients with ESLD. 

 
10:30 am Hepatorenal Syndrome: Do I Really Have to Abandon Midodrine and Octreotide? 

Arun B. Jesudian, MD, FACG 
Review the new diagnostic criteria for HRS-AKI and the shift in first-line therapy. 

 
10:50 am Hepatic Encephalopathy: Anticipation, Diagnosis, and Prevention  

Nancy S. Reau, MD, FACG 
Discuss updates in the screening, diagnosis, and treatment of HE. 

 



11:10 am Clinically Significant Portal Hypertension: Say No to EGD and Yes to TIPS? 
Yael R. Nobel, MD 
Review the new recommendations on how to screen for and manage CSPH and outline the use of 
early TIPS. 

 
11:30 am Panel Discussion / Q & A 
 
11:50 am Break – Lunch Provided 
 
12:20 pm Working Lunch: Case Discussion With the Faculty 

Mitchell L. Shiffman, MD, MACG 
Discuss autoimmune hepatitis, acute liver failure/acute liver injury, elevated liver tests in the ICU, 
and evaluation of liver masses.  
 

Session 3: Autoimmune Liver Disease  
Moderator: Nancy S. Reau, MD, FACG 
 
1:20 pm AIH: The Goal Posts Are Changing 

Lindsay M. Meurer, MD 
Describe the definitions of biochemical remission and how to manage autoimmune hepatitis. 

 
1:50 pm PBC: When Is the Optimal Time to Assess Response to UDCA? 

Sonal Kumar, MD 
Discuss when you can expect to see efficacy from ursodeoxycholic acid and when to consider 
second-line therapy. 
 

2:10 pm PSC and CCA: When Is Transplant an Option? 
Yael R. Nobel, MD 
Discuss screening for cholangiocarcinoma and therapeutic options. 

 
2:30 pm SBP Prophylaxis  

Jasmohan S. Bajaj, MD, MS, FACG 
Discuss the role of antibiotic prevention in spontaneous bacterial peritonitis. 

 
3:00 pm Panel Discussion / Q & A 
 
3:20 pm Break 
 
Session 4: Liver Transplantation   
Moderator: Arun B. Jesudian, MD, FACG 
 
3:40 pm Liver Transplant for Malignancy: Are the Indications Changing? 

Nicole E. Rich, MD 
Discuss indications for transplant for HCC and new indications other than CCA. 
(Would address downstaging and systemic therapy prior to orthotopic liver transplantation 
[OLT].) 

 
4:00 pm Viral Hepatitis: Management Pre- and Post-OLT 

Gabriel Perreault, MD 
Describe management issue for HBV, HDV, HCV, and the use of hepatitis-exposed organs, in 
orthotopic liver transplantation. 

 
4:20 pm Cardiovascular Comorbidities: When Do They Limit Transplant? 

Brett E. Fortune, MD 



Explain CV testing and post-OLT management. 
 
4:40 pm Update on Organ Access/Machine Perfusion: Is the Pump Going to Eliminate the Wait? 

Mark W. Russo, MD, MPH, FACG 
Discuss the role of new technology and how it is expanding the donor pool and improving? post-
OLT outcomes.  

 
5:00 pm Panel Discussion / Q & A 
 
5:20 pm Course Wrap-Up and Take-Away Points 

Arun Jesudian, MD, FACG, and Nancy S. Reau, MD, FACG 
 
5:30 pm Course Adjourns 



2026 ACG/FGS Annual Spring Symposium 
March 21-22, 2026 

Hyatt Regency Coconut Point 
Naples, FL 

 
Course Co-Directors: 
Samuel A. Giday, MD, FACG, and Mihir S. Wagh, MD, FACG  
 
Up to 8.75 hours of CME & 8.75 MOC points 
 
Saturday, March 21, 2026 
 
7:00 a.m. Registration / Continental Breakfast with the Exhibitors 
 
7:50 a.m. Welcome and Introductions  

Samuel A. Giday, MD, FACG, and Mihir S. Wagh, MD, FACG  
 
Session 1: IBD 
 
8:00 a.m. Preventive Care in Inflammatory Bowel Disease  

Francis A. Farraye, MD, MSc, MACG  
Discuss evidence-based preventive strategies in the care of IBD patients, including 
vaccination, cancer surveillance, comorbidity screening, and reproductive health 
counseling. 

 
8:20 a.m. Therapeutic Drug Monitoring in Biologic Therapy: Optimizing Efficacy and Safety  

Renee M. Marchioni Beery, DO  
Describe therapeutic drug monitoring principles of biologic therapy in IBD, enhancing 
treatment efficacy, minimizing immunogenicity, and guiding personalized dosing for 
improved safety and outcomes. 

 
8:40 a.m. IBD in the Era of Immunotherapy for Cancer  

Lee Ann Chen, MD, FACG 
Explain the diagnosis and management of immune checkpoint inhibitor colitis. 

 
 
 
9:00 a.m. Nutrition in IBD: Therapeutic Role of Diet  

Octavia Pickett-Blakely, MD, MHS  
Identify the evidence for dietary interventions in IBD, understand the role of nutrition in 
disease modulation, and incorporate individualized dietary strategies into patient care. 

 
9:20 a.m. Dysplasia Surveillance and Management in IBD  

Jana G. Al Hashash, MD, MSc, FACG  
Explain current guidelines for dysplasia surveillance in IBD, including risk 
stratification, optimal endoscopic techniques, and management of detected lesions 
to reduce colorectal cancer risk. 

 
9:40 a.m. Panel Discussion / Q&A  
 



10:10 a.m. Break / Visit Exhibits  
 
 
Session 2: Colon/Small Bowel 
 
10:40 a.m.  Advances in Non-Invasive Biomarkers for Colorectal and Other GI Cancers  

Renee L. Williams, MD, MHPE, FACG 
Discuss emerging non-invasive biomarkers for colorectal and other GI cancers, 
understand their clinical applications, and integrate them into early detection and risk 
stratification strategies. 

 
11:00 a.m.  Small Bowel Neoplasms: Rare But Rising – Detection, Staging, and Treatment 

Updates 
Carol E. Semrad, MD, FACG 
Identify evolving trends in small bowel neoplasms, improve early detection through 
appropriate imaging and endoscopic techniques, and apply current best practices in 
staging and multidisciplinary management. 

 
11:20 a.m.  SIBO and the Overlap Syndromes 

Alison Schneider, MD, FACG 
Differentiate small intestinal bacterial overgrowth (SIBO) from overlapping GI disorders, 
apply appropriate diagnostic strategies, and tailor treatment approaches based on 
underlying pathophysiology and symptom patterns. 

 
11:40 a.m. Optimizing Bowel Preparation Quality for Colonoscopy: Guideline Review  

Jennifer A. Christie, MD 
Explain current guidelines on bowel preparation, identify factors affecting prep quality, 
and implement evidence-based strategies to improve colonoscopy effectiveness and 
patient outcomes. 

 
12:00 noon Quality Indicators for Colonoscopy  

Mariam Naveed, MD 
Describe key quality indicators for colonoscopy—including adenoma detection rate, 
withdrawal time, bowel prep adequacy, and complication rates—to enhance procedural 
performance and patient safety. 

 
12:20 p.m. Panel Discussion / Q&A  
 
12:50 p.m.  Wrap-Up and Take-Away Points  

Samuel A. Giday, MD, FACG, and Mihir S. Wagh, MD, FACG  
 
1:00 p.m. Adjourn for the Day 
 
 
Sunday, March 22, 2026 
 
7:30 a.m. Continental Breakfast with the Exhibitors 
 
7:55 a.m. Welcome and Announcements  

Samuel A. Giday, MD, FACG, and Mihir S. Wagh, MD, FACG  



 
Session 3: Esophagus/Stomach 
 
8:00 a.m. What a GI Needs to Know About Obesity Management in 2026  

Kambiz S. Kadkhodayan, MD 
Discuss the evolving role of the GI in obesity management by reviewing updated 
guidelines, emerging endoscopic therapies, and the integration of pharmacologic, 
nutritional, and multidisciplinary approaches in 2026. 

 
8:20 a.m. Swallowing Disorders in Aging Populations: Presbyesophagus, Aspiration 

Prevention, and Speech Therapy Collaboration  
Tolga Erim, DO 
Recognize and manage swallowing disorders in aging populations, and outline how to 
coordinate care with speech-language pathologists to optimize safety and nutrition. 

 
8:40 a.m. GERD Management in 2026: What’s Changed and What Hasn’t  

Anand R. Gupte, MD, FACG 
Describe the management of GERD including current treatment strategies such as step-up 
vs step-down therapy, PPI safety, and novel treatments.  

 
9:00 a.m. Gastric Cancer: From Screening to Endoscopic Resection  

Philip S. Ge, MD 
Identify current treatment strategies for gastric cancer including risk stratification, ESD 
techniques, and surveillance after resection. 

 
9:20 a.m. Chronic Gastritis and Autoimmune Gastritis  

Saowanee Ngamruengphong, MD  
Assess recent developments in the management of chronic and autoimmune gastritis, 
focusing on B12 deficiency, G-cell hyperplasia, and the risk of carcinoid tumors. 

 
9:40 a.m. Panel Discussion / Q&A  
 
10:10 a.m. Break / Visit Exhibits  
 
 
 
 
Session 4: Pancreaticobiliary and Other Topics 
 
10:40 a.m.  Biliary Obstruction: Diagnostic and Therapeutic Strategies  

Raj J. Shah, MD, FACG 
Explain current practices in the diagnosis and management of biliary obstruction 
including MRCP, EUS, and ERCP in malignant vs benign obstruction.  

 
11:00 a.m.  Management of Pancreatic Cysts  

Eun Ji Shin, MD, PhD 
Discuss the management strategies for patients with pancreatic cysts including surgery, 
scope, and surveillance.  

 
11:20 a.m.  Pancreatitis 2.0: From Bedside to Biomarkers  



Jodie A. Barkin, MD, FACG 
Explain current practices in the diagnosis and management of pancreatitis including  
early fluid resuscitation, necrosis management, and novel predictive markers. 

 
11:40 a.m. Artificial Intelligence in the GI Practice  

Kevin E. Woods, MD, MPH 
Describe the current applications of AI in a GI practice including clinical decision 
support, scribing, pathology triage, and endoscopy enhancement. 

 
12:00 noon GI Practice in a Value-Based Care Environment  

Henry Levine, MD  
Discuss ways to navigate reimbursement models, metrics, and outcome-based care.  

 
12:20 p.m. Panel Discussion / Q&A  
 
12:50 p.m.  Course Wrap-Up and Take-Away Points  

Samuel A. Giday, MD, FACG, and Mihir S. Wagh, MD, FACG  
 
1:00 p.m. Course Adjourns 
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